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My Teaching Philosophy and Classroom Environment 

Teaching is the most rewarding profession. I am honored to be your student’s 

teacher. You can trust that my knowledge of the curriculum content is maintained and 

that I will stay current with developmentally appropriate practices in education and 

as a life-long learner. 

My teaching strategies follow the educational philosophers and child 

psychologists, Reggio Emilia and Vygotsky. This means that above all, I believe YOU 

are your child’s first teacher. I respect that fact and I work towards establishing a 

parent-teacher partnership through on-going communication. Your input is considered 

and valued. I also believe that students learn best through evidence-based, engaging, 

playful activities. This is not to say that some concepts should not be mastered 

through consistent and repetitive practice (Multiplication facts), but along with those 

practices, playful interactions help foster a child’s natural curiosity and learning. I 

utilize hands-on math tools for students to physically move, model, stack and count 

for abstract concepts, such as fractions and to grasp a deeper understanding of math 

practices. The largest component to my philosophy is peer-collaboration and social 

learning. Children are social beings. In our dual-grade classroom, students will have 

the opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions to find deeper meanings in text, 

to analyze solutions, and to problem solve. These 21st Century, collaborative 

activities are student-centered but ultimately, guided and facilitated by myself. 

Every discussion will have a purpose, and will prepare them for occupations that are 

founded on communication, appropriate risk-taking through the sharing of ideas and 

problem solving in team collaboration.   

You will notice that my classroom is purposefully designed to be neutral and 

calming with some natural elements/lighting, soothing colors and sounds. This is to 

provide students with auditory challenges, or sensory sensitivities an equal and 

accessible space to learn. This will be further discussed with Classroom Behaviors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



This handbook was created to help you and your child familiarize yourselves with 

the major components of Level 3.  Please read this handbook and keep it as a 

reference for the entire year. 

Communications 

School Phone Number:  928–776-1212 

Website: www.willowcreekcharter.com 

Email: Level3@willowcreekcharter.com 

Reminders for School 

● School begins at 8:00 and ends at 3:15.  There is no school on Friday. 

● Please make sure your child has their lunch and a water bottle in their 

backpack every morning. 

● Please send a healthy snack to school every day.  Students learn better when 

they have nutritious meals.  No soda or candy!  Water only. Snacks will no 

longer be available in the office! 

● Label anything and everything your child brings to school (backpacks, lunch 

boxes, jackets, etc.) 

● Electronics are not permitted at school. Personal phones must be sent to the 

office if they are brought on campus.  

● Toys are not permitted at school (unless there is a special share day or toy 

party).  All toys brought to school will be kept in the office until the last day 

of school.  
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Level 3 Behavior Plan 

Guidelines for student behavior: 

Students may not disrupt the learning environment. Some students need extra 

support for learning, such as minimal distractions. Classroom disruptions will not be 

tolerated as it is stealing the opportunities other students need to learn. Depending 

on the scenario, your child may be escorted out of the classroom, lose classroom and 

school-wide privileges, will receive discipline documentation, and possible behavior 

contracts. All inappropriate behavior will be documented and reported to the 

school Director and you will also be notified and made aware of recurring or 

severe offenses. See the Willow Creek Charter School Student Handbook for more 

information.  

Classroom Expectations 

1. You WILL work hard for your grades. Straight A’s and B’s will not come easy 

for you in Level 3, unless you WORK with your BEST effort, you ASK for help 

and you keep YOURSELF organized. 

2. Your grades are what you earn-not what I give you. 

3. Be respectful to your teachers, your classmates and yourself. 

4. Clean up after yourself. 

5. Ask for help appropriately and as often as you need it. There’s no need to 

struggle by yourself. 

6. Maintain your integrity- cheating,stealing and lying will not be tolerated. 

7. Do not speak over your classmates or your teacher. 

8. You get what you need-not what your classmates have. Fair does not mean you 

have the same things, but you WILL have the same opportunities to learn. 

9. Be a friend to your friends in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Policy 

90%-100% = A 

80%-89% = B 

70%-79% = C 

60%-69% = D 

50% and below = F 

Late Work Policy 

Late work is not acceptable. It is your student’s job to bring their homework 

to school and to give you all school-communication forms. Level 3 is a huge jump in 

obtaining personal responsibility and accountability. If a child says that their parents 

did not pack their homework for them, my answer will be that it is NOT their 

parent’s job to complete and turn in homework. 

If your child has an excused absence on the day their homework is due, they 

will have an additional day to complete their homework. One week is plenty of time to 

complete homework packets. Parents need to communicate with me, directly, for 

extended absences. 

Corrections 

Failing grades will be allowed to be corrected for a passing grade, the highest 

possible grade your child will receive on a corrected assignment will be a 70%.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework:  is intended to be a meaningful experience that reinforces concepts 

taught in class.  Homework assignments may include: 

cursive  

spelling 

math drills 

reading 

unfinished class work  

Homework will be assigned on Thursdays and WILL be due the following Thursday. 

Late homework will not be accepted.  

 

Together we can make this a great year!  Please contact me with any questions or 

concerns as I am always open to communication.  

 

 


