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Introduction 
This handbook was created to help you and your child familiarize yourselves with the major 

components of Level 4.  Please read this handbook and keep it as a reference for the 

entire year.  

This classroom also adheres to policies listed in the Willow Creek Charter Handbook, 

which may not be relisted in this handbook.  

Your student will be held accountable for the policies in this handbook. PLEASE READ! 

Mrs. Schmidt 

Hi, I’m Mrs. Schmidt, and I am the Level 4 teacher. I have earned a Bachelor of Arts in 

English from San Diego State University, a Master of Arts in English Literature from 

Pittsburg State University, and a Master of Education in Elementary Education from Grand 

Canyon University.  Over the past 10 years, I have been involved in several aspects of 

education from elementary to higher education settings.  I moved to Prescott in 2016 with 

my husband, Jake. In 2018 we welcomed our son, Max, and we are now the busy parents of 

a toddler. In the Level 4 classroom, I emphasize the importance of goal setting and 

personal accountability while fostering a supportive and open environment. I am excited to 

be a part of the Willow Creek Family for the 5th year. 

Communications 

School Phone Number:  928–776-1212 (ext. 104 to leave Mrs. Schmidt a message) 

Classroom Website: https://sites.google.com/willowcreekcharter.com/level4/home 

Email: Level4@willowcreekcharter.com 

Remind link: https://www.remind.com/join/level4wcc 

 

I use Remind for day-to-day contact with parents about homework and miscellaneous 

classroom notes. Remind is a free text messaging app that helps teachers, students, and 

parents communicate quickly and efficiently. Messages are sent in real time to an entire 

class, a small group, or just a single person.  With Remind, you can send text messages 

straight to any phone, including flip phones. Remind's guidelines, practices, and features 

have been designed to protect the safety and security of users and their personal 

information. Remind has been certified by iKeepSafe for privacy practices related to 

COPPA, FERPA, and California Student Privacy. PLEASE USE THE LINK ABOVE TO 

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 
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Medications 

If your student requires any medication, the medication must be in a sealed plastic bag 

labeled with the student’s name, emergency contact information, and dosage instructions. 

The medication must be turned into the office by the parent or guardian.   

 

Reminders for School 

● School begins at 8:00 and ends at 3:15 Monday-Thursday. 

● Please make sure your child has his or her backpack, completed homework, binder, 

and needed supplies every day.  

● Please send a healthy snack to school every day. No soda or gum, please!  Water 

only (H20) in accordance with school policy. Please DO NOT send sparkling water, 

teas, water additives (like Crystal Light or similar),or juices. Your child WILL 

NOT be able to drink them in class. Preferably a reusable water bottle each day. 

● Gum, hats, and hoods are not allowed to be used in the classroom. This is in 

accordance with school policy. 

● Lunches must be cold lunches. There is no microwave available for your child to 

heat up his or her lunch.  

● Label anything and everything your child brings to school (backpacks, lunch boxes, 

jackets, etc.) What your child leaves around the classroom on the floor can cause a 

consequence. 

● Electronics are not permitted in the classroom. If they are brought to campus, they 

must be turned into the office. WCC is not responsible for any lost or stolen 

property. 

● Toys are not permitted at school (unless otherwise discussed for behavior 

purposes).  All toys brought to school will be kept in until the end of the day. 

Students may have them returned if they ask after school. On a second offense, a 

parent must retrieve the item from Mrs. Schmidt.  On a third offense, it will be 

kept until the last day of school.  

● We will no longer allow students to call home if they forgot their lunch, please make 

sure that they bring one. 

● I will play G and PG movies in class without a permission slip. For PG 13 and above, a 

permission slip will be sent home. 
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Level 4 Classroom 

Personal accountability and responsibility: Accountability and responsibility are very 

large parts of level 4 as this is an age where students need to take accountability for their 

own actions and make responsible decisions. This is part of the education process for this 

age group. Sometimes this is a very hard lesson, especially when the consequence is 

negative (i.e. missing recess to do homework, missing ranch roundup, etc). Please remember 

that your student is receiving this consequence because of his or her actions and your 

student will learn this lesson best when parents and teachers work together to instill 

these values. Actions have consequences at school and in the real world. Students are 

accountable and responsible for completing their homework and turning it in daily as well as 

their behavior throughout the day. They are provided the tools for self-management 

through goal setting and an emphasis on organization, but ultimately, the students need to 

complete assignments and behave respectfully. Remember every action is a choice! 

Goal Setting: Setting and achieving goals is an important part of being a successful 

student in high school and the real world. In level 4, we focus on setting goals and creating 

plans to make sure we are successful in achieving these goals. 

Organization: Staying organized is an essential skill in personal accountability and goal 

setting.  Developing and maintaining organizational skills through a 3-ring binder will be an 

important aspect in level 4.  

Cleanliness: For the health and safety of the students, Level 4 will maintain a strict 

cleaning policy. Students will be expected to help preserve the cleanliness of the 

classroom as an exercise in responsibility and respect as well as safety. This includes: 

wiping down desks with disinfectant wipes, dusting, and keeping personal spaces clean. 

Mrs. Schmidt reserves the right to throw out any items that have been left in the 

cubbies over the weekend and are causing cleanliness issues for the whole class (i.e. 

rotting food). In addition, items left on the ground at the end of the day may be 

subject to disposal or removal. Students who do not pick up their personal items 

AFTER being asked to do so, will walk laps during recess. 

Copies: As Level 4 is geared toward building responsibility and accountability, students will 

not receive extra copies of lost assignments. Students will receive ONE copy of an 

assignment. If this copy is lost or destroyed, the student will have to speak to another 

student to attain another copy. Students who are absent will receive copies from the day 

they were absent. 
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Bathroom Breaks: Level 4 students are now old enough to wait to use the restroom until 

appropriate times. Students are allowed to freely use the restroom during independent 

work, group work, or lunch. Students are NOT allowed to use the restroom during 

direct instruction. If there is a medical reason that students cannot follow this policy, 

please speak to Mrs. Schmidt ASAP. 

Classroom Rules (Rules are in addition to school rules listed in the WCC Handbook): 

1.)  Be Kind 

2.) Be Safe 

3.) Be Responsible 

4.) Be Respectful 

 

Guidelines for Consequences: 

1.) I will not react with anger or haste. 

2.) I will provide consequences that allow the child to experience the results of a poor 

choice, enabling them to make better choices in the future without the child being 

humiliated or demeaned. 

3.) I will proceed in the best interest of the child academically, socially, and 

emotionally. 

4.) I will guide students toward personal responsibility and decision-making skills they 

will need to function in the real world. 

5.) Consequences will be designed to fit the problems of individual students and may be 

different even when the problems appear to be the same. 

6.) I will document all student behavior throughout the year. Fair isn’t everybody 

getting the same thing. Fair is everybody getting what they need to be successful. 
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Level 4 Behavior Plan 

Every action is a choice. Fair isn’t everybody getting the same thing. Fair is everybody 

getting what they need to succeed. 

Behavior: Students have table teams. Teams earn points for working together and being 

on task. Teams with the most points at the end of the day earn extra class cash and 

privileges. On an individual level, students will monitor their own behavior choices. 

However, if students break rules, warnings will be given, and/or laps will be walked during 

recess, or other consequence. I reserve the right to change the behavior plan as needed to 

meet the needs of the students. Though rare, there are times where it is necessary for 

the entire class to receive a consequence. 

Class Cash: In Level 4 we have a classroom economy where students earn Class Cash for 

completing their jobs as well as good behavior and active participation. Class Cash can be 

redeemed at our store for toys, candy, school supplies, and other knick-knacks as well as 

privileges.  

Marble Jar: The marble jar is used as a group as an award system for good attendance 

and good grades from the whole class. When the marble jar is full, students will earn a 

marble jar party!  

Missed Recess: 5th-grade students are required by law to have 20 minutes of PE/Recess 

a day. Our school has 45 minutes of PE/Recess a day. Excess recess (above the 20 
minutes) can be taken away for a study hall opportunity or students may be required 

to walk/run laps for their recess. 

 

Level 4 Student Support Plan 

Teacher’s Promise to students: I believe in your ability to succeed. I expect your best at 

all times. I listen to you and respect your beliefs and opinions, and I expect the same from 

you. I work hard and happily I am here to help! Please reach out if you are struggling. I am 

approachable. Please come to me with any problem no matter how big or small. 

Google Classroom: Level 4 students will have access to an online Google Classroom. This 

classroom will have assignments and videos that align to what we are learning in the 

classroom as well as a way for students to turn in work online. Students have access to this 

classroom from ANY internet-enabled devices. Not all assignments will be available on 

Google Classroom. 
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3-Ring Binder: This binder will be brought to and from school every day, and it is an easy 

way for communication between home and school regarding announcements and homework. 

This binder is also important to learn organizational skills and accountability. These 

binders will be randomly checked and graded for the organization. Please check your 
student’s binder every night! 

Homework: All homework will be recorded in the student’s class planner. Students will take 

home their homework every day in their binders.  Please make time with your child every 

night to assist him or her with homework. Homework must be turned in by 8:15 am the 

morning it is due to be accepted. Turning in homework completed and on time is essential 

to learning personal accountability. Students who do not complete homework 

on time will have to partake in a 25-minute study hall during lunch 

recess that will allow students the opportunity to complete their 

homework. This homework directly aligns with Arizona State Standards.  

Flipped Classroom: New this year, Level 4 will integrate a flipped classroom at times into 

English and Math. What this means is that students will be assigned reading to do or 

videos to watch at home that directly instruct students. Then students complete the 

practice in the classroom where they can receive individual assistance. The idea behind 

this is instead of students receiving direct instruction from the teacher, and then 

practicing the concepts at home, they learn at home and practice the concepts with the 

teacher allowing for more development of foundational skills.  

Open Door Policy: Please feel free to email or call me at any time. I am often available for 

an afterschool chat, or we can schedule an appointment. 

Interventions: Interventions are extra time for your child to learn the standards for the 

year. These interventions are extremely important and are mandatory in cases of lower 

standardized testing scores and progress monitoring scores.  These interventions will 

usually take place during school hours; however, we may request students stay for study 

club. 
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Level 4 Grading Policy 

Grading Policy: All grades are rounded up to the next percentage point for 0.5 or higher 

on the percentage.  

90% -100% = A 

80% - 89% = B 

70% - 79% = C 

60% -69% = D 

50% and Below = F  

Late Work: Students are accountable for their actions—including turning in homework on 

time. As a new upper grades SCHOOL policy, NO LATE WORK will be accepted unless for 

an excused absence. For excused absences, students will have double the amount of time 

they were absent to complete all homework and classwork for those days. For extended 

absences, parents need to contact me directly to discuss our course of action. *If a 

student is absent due to COVID-19 related illness, please reach out to me  

Retake/Reteach: If a student scores below 70% on an assessment, he or she may retake 

the assessment to earn up to 70% 

Grade Communication: In each quarter, students receive a progress report and a report 

card. This is parent notification of student progress. Progress report grades can still be 

improved. Report card grades are final. If you are concerned about your child’s progress, 

please schedule a meeting with me to review student grades on a more regular basis. 

Progress reports and grades are sent home in envelopes that need to be signed by a parent 

and returned to the teacher. 
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Level 4 Curriculum  

5th and 6th Grade will be guided by the Engage New York Curriculum for ELA and 

math. 

5th Grade Mathematics Standards: 

● Write and interpret numerical expressions. 

● Analyze patterns and relationships. 

● Understand the place value system. 

● Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to 

hundredths. 

● Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions. 

● Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply 

and divide fractions. 

● Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system. 

● Represent and interpret data. 

● Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume and relate volume to 

multiplication and to addition. 

● Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical 

problems. 

● Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties.   

● Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

● Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

● Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

● Model with mathematics. 

● Use appropriate tools strategically. 

● Attend to precision. 

● Look for and make use of structure. 

● Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
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6th Grade Mathematics Standards:  

● Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. 

● Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide 

fractions by fractions. 

● Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples. 

● Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational 

numbers. 

● Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions. 

● Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities. 

● Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and 

independent variables. 

● Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and 

volume. 

● Develop understanding of statistical variability. 

● Summarize and describe distributions.  

● Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

● Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

● Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

● Model with mathematics. 

● Use appropriate tools strategically. 

● Attend to precision. 

● Look for and make use of structure. 

● Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 
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5th Grade English/ Language Arts Standards: 

● Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 

support conclusions drawn from the text. 

● Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

● Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

● Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone. 

● Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 

other and the whole. 

● Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

● Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

● Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

● Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

● Increase in range of reading and level of text complexity.  

● Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently. 
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6th Grade English/ Language Arts Standards: 

● Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 

support conclusions drawn from the text.  

● Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas.   

● Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.  

● Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone.  

● Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 

other and the whole.  

● Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

●  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.   

● Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

● Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

● Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently. 
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Level 4 Supply List 

Willow Creek Charter School will provide ALL whole-class supplies as part of our $175 

fee. This fee also includes a Willow Creek T-shirt, yearbook, FIELD TRIPS, and a school 

year planner! However, your student will still need to bring these individual supplies. 

Individual Supplies Include: 

● Lunchbox or bag 

● Backpack 

● Water Bottle (preferably reusable) 

● 1 three-ring Binder (2” suggested) 

● 5 dividers 

● Any Brand Scientific Calculator (not graphing) (These can be found from $9-$20 

on Amazon)  

 

We ask, for health reasons, that students DO NOT share any personal items brought from 

home.  
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Please Sign and Return This Page Only  

by July 23, 2020 

Level 4 

 

 

 

I, __________________________ (parent/s) have read through 

            Print Name 

Level 4’s Handbook and understand what is being asked of my child this year 

both behaviorally and academically.  

 

 

 

Signature of Parent(s) 

 

 

 

I, __________________________ (student) have read through 

            Print Name 

Level 4’s Handbook and understand what is being asked of me this year both 

behaviorally and academically. 

 

 

Signature of Student 
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